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Sunday 2nd January—Solemnity of the Epiphany

Our Beloved Dead: Please remember in your prayers — Robert (Bertie) Ross, Irene McArtney, David Taylor, Rob-
ert McCabe, Linda Walker, Isabel Morrison and Elizabeth O’Rourke who have died recently and John Dillon, Ken
Hart, Charles Barr, Mary Warden, Honor Conway, Ged Mulholland, John Cleary, John Scott, Jim Scott, Thomas McCa-
be and Ivan Warskyj whose anniversaries occur at this time. We also remember all those mentioned in our books of
remembrance. Prayers for the sick: Please continue to remember the sick and the terminally ill in your prayers,
especially those mentioned on our sick lists.

Funerals: Funeral Service for Bertie Ross—St Leonard & St Fergus, Friday 7th December at 11.30am.

Christmas Thanks: Fr Alex and I would like to renew our thanks for your overwhelming generosity to us this
Christmas: your gifts, cards and good wishes were appreciated greatly by both of us. May the Lord bless you for
your thoughtfulness and kindness.

Think Vocations / Pray for Vocations

Solemnity of the Epiphany: Where is God’s light leading you? Or are you called to be a guiding light to others in
their search, as a priest or religious? Speak to Fr Mark, your local Vocations Director about priesthood or religious
life, email Priests for Scotland or see the website or Facebook pages: PFS or VocationNetworkScotland.

New Year’s Resolutions: No doubt there will be all kinds of resolutions being made for the coming year. Some may
be looking for new ways to engage with their faith, their relationship with Christ and with the Church. One recom-
mendation for those with internet access is the 'Bible in a Year’. There is a daily reading from the Scriptures with a
short commentary, delivered by Fr Mike Schmitz and available as a Podcast through Ascension Press or through
Youtube. The intention is that we can hear the Bible read from start to finish in a year.

Collections: Christmas || 26th December: St Mary’s £1,637 || £624; St Columba’s £360 || £200 St Leonard & St
Fergus’ £637 || £554 . Thank you for your generous support of the parishes and the work of the Church. There will
be a special collection this Sunday for the work of the Church’s Justice & Peace Commission.

St Mary’s Restoration Fund 100 Club: Congratulations to this week’s winner, Gary Clark (96). This is now the
time to continue supporting this fundraising effort or to take a break and to join again later in the year or next year.

Donations: There were donations totaling £250 for Mary’s Meals; a further £405 raised for SCIAF; and two sepa-
rate donations of £200 for the Restoration Fund at St Mary’s. Thank you for your generosity towards these good
causes.

Daily Reflections: We will continue with our reflections throughout the Christmas Season with, perhaps, one or
two breaks as we enjoy the festivities. My thanks to all who contribute to make possible this aspect of our parish
life. These reflections are available to anyone with an email address. If you are not already on the parishes’ email
list, please leave your details with one of the priests or the pass-keepers or email them to:
stmaryslochee@dunkelddiocese.org.uk and we will add your details as soon as possible.
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Homily of Pope Francis at Vespers for First Vespers of Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
In Thanksgiving for the Past Year
The Pope’s homily refers to the city of Rome, but we can cast our minds to our own cities and towns...the message is the
same!

“When the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son” (Gal 4:4).

The Son sent by the Father pitched his tent in Bethlehem of Ephrathah, that is “little to be among the clans of Judah” (Mic
5:2). He lived in Nazareth, a city never mentioned in the Scriptures if not to say: “Can anything good come out of Naza-
reth?” (Jn 1:46), and died rejected by the big city, by Jerusalem, crucified outside its walls. God’s decision is clear: he
chooses a small and despised city to reveal his love and when he reaches Jerusalem he joins the sinners and the discard-
ed. None of the city’s inhabitants realizes that the Son of God made man is walking along their streets, probably not even
his disciples who will only fully understand the mystery within Jesus, at the Resurrection.

The words and signs of salvation that Jesus expresses in the city arouse wonder and temporary enthusiasm, but they are
not understood in their full meaning. Shortly thereafter, they will no longer be remembered when the Roman Governor
asks: “Do you want Jesus or Barabbas to be freed?”. Jesus was crucified outside the city, up high on Golgotha, condemned
by the gaze of all the inhabitants and mocked by their sarcastic comments. But from there, from the Cross, the new tree of
life, the power of God would attract all to him. And also the Mother of God who, at the foot of the Cross is Our Lady of Sor-
rows, is about to offer her motherhood to all mankind. The Mother of God is the Mother of the Church and her maternal
tenderness reaches all men and women.

God has pitched his tent in cities ... and he has never moved from there! His presence in cities, even in our city of Rome,
“must not be contrived but found, uncovered” (Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, n. 71). It is we who should ask
God for the grace of new eyes capable of a “contemplative gaze, a gaze of faith which sees God dwelling in their homes, in
their streets and squares” (ibid, n. 71). The prophets in the Scriptures warn against the temptation to link God’s presence
only to the Temple (Jer 7:4): He lives in the midst of his people, walks with them and lives their life. His fidelity is con-
crete. It is closeness to his children’s daily life. Indeed when God wants to do new things through his Son, he does not
start from the Temple but rather from the womb of a small, poor woman of his people. God’s choice is extraordinary! He
does not change history through powerful men from civil and religious institutions, but rather starts with the women on
the Empire’s peripheries like Mary and from their sterile wombs like Elizabeth'’s.

In Psalm 147[146]:15 (which we have just prayed), the Psalmist invites Jerusalem to glorify God because “he sends forth
his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly”. By way of his Spirit which utters his Word to every human heart, God
blesses his children and encourages them to work for peace in the city. Tonight I would like that our gaze over the city of
Rome may grasp things from God’s point of view. The Lord rejoices at seeing how many achievements of good take place
every day, how much effort and dedication is put into fostering fraternity. Rome is not only a complicated city, with many
problems and inequalities, corruption and social tensions. Rome is a city in which God sends forth his Word which
through the Spirit nestles in the heart of its dwellers and stirs them to believe, to have hope despite everything, to love,
fighting for the good of all.

[ am thinking of many brave people, believers and non-believers whom I have met over these years and who represent
“the beating heart” of Rome. Truly God has never stopped changing history and the face of our city through the least and
the poor people that live in it. He chooses them, inspires them, motivates them to take action, makes them supportive,
spurs them to establish networks, create virtuous bonds, to build bridges, not walls. It is precisely through these thou-
sands of rivulets of the living water of the Spirit that the Word of God fruitifies the city and, from barren, turns it into a
“joyous mother of children: (Ps 113 [112]:9). And what does the Lord ask of the Church? He entrusts to us his Word and
spurs us to throw ourselves into the throng, to involve ourselves in encounters and relationships with the inhabitants of
the city so that his word may run swiftly. We are called to encounter the others and to listen to their life stories, their cry
for help. Listening is already an act of love! Having time for others, to enter into dialogue, recognizing with a contempla-
tive gaze the presence and action of God in their lives, to bear witness with actions more than with words to the new life
of the Gospel is truly a service of love that changes reality. Indeed, thus doing, a new air circulates in our city and our
church, a willingness to take up the journey again, to overcome the old mindset of opposition and fences in order to coop-
erate in building a more just and fraternal city together.

We must not be afraid or feel inadequate for this most important mission. Let us remember: God does not choose us be-
cause of our “goodness” but precisely because we are and we feel small. Let us thank him for his grace which has sus-
tained us this year and let us joyfully lift a hymn of praise to him.



